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REPORT, 


BELTF.VFJRS in Divine Revelation, require r.«» 
ar guments to prove to them, that the Gospel of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, is designed for tin? whole 
human family ; nor that it is the duty of those into 
whoso possession, in the sovereign mercy of God, it has 
come, to make it known to others who may be desti¬ 
tute of it. 

44 The field is the world"—“ Go ye into all tire world, 
an1 preach the Gospel to every creature' 1 —are the 
words of oar Lord. In the great act of Atonement, 
He preferred not one nation or people above another. 
Says He, 4i My tiesh—1 give 4b r the life of the world.” 
As his Disciples, we arc* to live for The salvaiion of tin; 
■ world, so far as we have ability and opportunity, with¬ 
out preferring in our regards one nation or people above 
another. The general rub*, therefore, of benevolent 
etl’ort is, that we impart the Gospel, with its accompa- 
.living blessings, in the first place, to such of our fellow 
creatures as are most dependent upon us for it ;—to 
such as an* most-needy and'accessible. 

In casting our eyes over the field of our labours, wo 
>ee that we have not acted according to this rub*. Wo 
feel condenmed by it. There is a numerous and im¬ 
portant class of persons;—we may say —a distinct 
people , within’ our bounds, in perishing need of tho 
Gospel, accessible • and. wholly dependent upon us, to 
whom wu have not imparted if. at least in -uch measure 
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as turn* necessities and our duty demand. Our \*.*rv 
knowledge of their moral degradation is limited, he- 
CiMue we have not carefully inquired into it : and. con¬ 
sequently, our Christian sympathies are not yet awak¬ 
ened in their hehalf. To extend our view beyond om 
bounds, who would credit it, that in the>e years of revi¬ 
val and benevolent eflort, in tlChristian Republic, 
tiiere are over two millions of human heimr* in the eon- 
ditie,n of Heathen, and, in some respects, in a worse 
vendition ; and, if we include the trim hi population, 
almost entirely noirlerted ( These an; astoundin': 
truths—and truths to bo confessed with fear and contri- 
;ion. 

ftut what is to be done ? Shall we continue as we 
are, and as we have been ? The conscience of every 
‘■oiind mind says, no. Let iitrlit be shed upon the moral 
and religious condition of our colored population ; let 
die conviction of our immediate'duty to extend to them 
be privileges of the Cosp* i, pi rvade the Church ; and 
f system of operations be matured and put into effect for 
dint purpose'. , 

From lone continued and close observation, we he- 
oeve that their moral and religious condition is such as, 

* hat they may justly be considered the Heathen of this 
Christian country, and will bear comparison with Hea¬ 
then in any country in ih»- world. 

Our design, in this Report, shall be. to set forth tho 
duty of that portion of the Church of Christ winch we 
represent, to evaiu r eli/.o these 1C ai*hen. And what is 
our duty, is the duly of flu irhoh. Church of Christ in 
the slave-holdijur Slates, in all hoi; denominations. .\\V 
shall do well, therefore, to extend oar view, and em¬ 
brace the colored population and theCinfrehof Christ 
throughout the siuve-iioidimj States. 

Before we attempt to set forth the duty, it will be 
■proper to shew, that tin negroes arc destitute, of the 
privileges of flu (Ho>peJ. ami < err /rill hi, /aider the 
present stf/fe of things. 

\\ o do o < e deny that 'nanyeijjoy the means of (I race; 
.as' tb**: •• a. lanumber of |»io!i'«iu'j t ’hrisdans 



Hi.:? .ot tucm ; and that in a lew* Churches, aijrl on a 
few plantations, some particular attention U paid to 
their religions instruction. Wo rejoice in all this. Bat 
it is at best, a day of small things; and although our 
assertion is broad, we believe that, in general, it will he 
found to be correct. 

A people in ay he said to enjoy the privileges of the 
Gospel, when they have free access to the Scriptures— 
a regular Gospel Ministry—houses for public worship, 
and the means of Grace in their own dwellings. 

In relation to the first of these,— Free access to the 
Scriptures ,—it is universally the fact throughout the 
slave-holding States, that either custom or law prohi¬ 
bits to them the acquisition ofletteis, and, consequent¬ 
ly, they can have no access to the Scriptures. The pro¬ 
portion that read is infinitely small; and the Bible, so 
far as they can read it lor themselves, is, to all intents, 
a sealed book ; so that they are dependent (or their 
knowledge of Christianity, upon oral instruction ,—as 
much so as the unlettered Heathen, when first visited 
by our Missionaries. 

If. our laws, in their operation 1 , seal up the Scriptures 
to the negroes, we should not allow them to suller in 
the least degree, so far as any effort on our part may bo 
necessary, for the want of a knowledge of their con¬ 
tent®. 

Have they then that amount of oral instruction, 
which, in their circumstances, is necessary to‘ their en¬ 
joyment of the Gospel ? In other words, have they a, 
regular and efficient Ministry f . They hare not. In 
the vast field extending from an entire State beyond the 
Potomac to the Sabine River ; and from the Atlantic 
to the Ohio, there are, to the best of our‘knowledge, 
not twelve men exclusively devoted to the reli ions in- 
striiction'of the negroes ! What effect wfll the labours 
of these few individuals, produce on a m ass of one or 
tw r o millions of souls, and more ? The number divided 
between them would give to each a charge of near 
170,000 ! 
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As io Ministers of their otnt color, they arc doMitmv: 
infinitely both in point of numbers and qualifications : 
to say nothing of the fact, that such a Ministry is look¬ 
ed upon with distrust, and is discountenanced. In tii*> 
present state of feeling in the South, such it Ministry 
couid neither be obtained nor tolerated. 

But do not the negroes have access to the (Jospcl, 
through the stated Ministry of the whites? We an¬ 
swer, no. The white population itself is but partially 
supplied with Ministers; such being the fact, what be¬ 
comes of the colored? And the question may be ask¬ 
ed with still greater emphasis, when we know that it has 
not been customary tor our Ministers, when they 
accept calls, for settlement, tq consider servants as a re¬ 
gular part of their charge. They certainly are as much 
so as are children ; and Ministers are in duty hound to 
watch, as well for the souls of the one, as the other. 
But they are called to preach to masters, a‘nd to mas¬ 
ters do they preach. 

If we take the supply of Ministers to the whites now 
in the held, the amount of their labours in behalf of the 
negroes is small. 

How many sermons and lectures are prepared and 
preached to them on the Sabbath, and during the 
week? How many Bible classes. Sabbath schools, and 
Inquiry meetings, are instituted for their special bene¬ 
fit?. To a limited extent, in some parts of the vast 
field, the Ministers devote the afternoon or. (‘veiling of 
the Sabbath day, to the religious instruction of the ne¬ 
groes, and they succeed in establishing a Sabbath 
school or two. But # we venture the assertion, that if we 
take the whole number of Ministers in the slave-hold¬ 
ing States, but a very small portion pay any attention 
to the in. But justice obliges us to say, that in ordi¬ 
nary cases, much cannot be expected from Ministers to 
the whites; for when they faithfully discharge 1 their du¬ 
ties to their own congregations, they find it impossible 
to do much for the negroi ^ ; especially where their con¬ 
gregations cue spread over a large extent of territory, 
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and the number of colored ))cr>0]]> in proportion \c 
w bite, is two, three. or fourlold greater. They coniine 
themselves Jo ono hold, ami it proves sudicientlv larg*; 
io engage all their powrrs. * 

Lot the negroes now 001110 —ami* come of tlmm who 
may, lor no effort is made to draw tliom out—lot tin* 
negroes now come to hear the preaching of Ministers to 
white congregations, and suoli is tin* (levatioti ‘of llioir 
language and thought—such tin* amount of knowledge 
they tako for granted in their audiences, that they might 
as well proaoh in liobn'w or (Grek. "Dio iioltoos do 
not undorstand thoin. And hence, tlioir stupid looks, 
thoir buliilorent staring, their profound sleeps, ami their 
thin attendance. \\ hat is there to liiriit up tho < ounte- 
nance with intelligence—to rivet, the attention—to banish 
drowsiness, so common to labouring nuns, when sitting 
still—what is then 1 to attract them to the House of 
God l Nothing hut sound and show. Solid instruc¬ 
tion, pungent-appeals to conscience, will hriiuj men to 
the Church, of Cod, and retain them in.'attendance, 
there; and nothing else will. I5ut Divine truth is not 
thnsada]>ted to the negroes, by Ministers in their sermons 
to the whites; and if tho negroes are to In* put oil'with 
Such a dispensation of the* Gospel as this, we >hould 
literally consign them to ignorance*and superstition and 
vice forever. We need no better evidence to confirm 
us in this opinion, than-the condition of those negroes 
who enjoy such a dispenstltioii of the Gospel, and such 
only. The whole—professors and non-professors, are 
Jovv in the sctlle of .intelligence and morality ; and we, 
are astonished thus to find Christianity in absolute con¬ 
junction with Heathenism, tmd yet conlWring few or 
no benefits ! The two classes are distinct' in'their f-dii- 
cation,’station, association,. duties, trials, ami should 
have a distinct Ministry. 'The Gospel, as things now 
are, can never preached to the two classes, success¬ 
fully, in conjunction. We meafi not, 4liat servants 
should ’ be separated into distinct and independent 
Churches ; this, in our view; G not desirable : Imt that, 
while they are admitted members of white Churghc^, 
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in(] are taken under their care and discipline, they 
should he instructed and preached to for the most part 
separately. 

The negroes have no regular and efficient Ministry: 
as a matter of course, no Churches ; neither is there 
sufficient room in white Churches for their accommo¬ 
dation. 

We know of but five Churches in the slave-holding 
States, built expressly for their use. These are all in 
the State of Georgia—all under colored Pastors, in 
connection with Baptist Associations, excepting one, 
which lias been erected within the past year, by a 
Presbyterian Clergyman, a member of this Synod, at 
his own expense—an expense of three or four hundred 
dollars; and he supplies the pulpit himself gratuit¬ 
ously—an example which we should follow to the ex¬ 
tent of our ability. 

The galleries or hack seals on the lower floor, of 
white Churches, are generally appropriated to the ne¬ 
groes, when it can be*done with convenience to the 
whites. Where it cannot he done conveniently, the 
negroes who attend, must catch the Gospel as it escapes 
bv the doors and windows. 

W e can furnish no accurate estimate of the propor¬ 
tion of negeoes that attend Divine worship on the Sab¬ 
bath, taking the slave-holding States together. . From 
an extensive observation, however, we venture to say, 
that not a twentieth part attend. Thousands and thou¬ 
sands hear not the sound of the Gospel, nor enter a 
Church from one year to another. So much for the 
public administration of the Gospel to the negroes. 

Wo may now inquire if they enjoy its privileges iu 
private , in their own houses , and on their own planta¬ 
tions ? 

.Again we return a negative answer. They have no 
Bibles to read at their own fire-sides—they have no 
family altars—and when in affliction, sickness or death, 
they have no Minister to address to them the consola¬ 
tions of the Gospel, nor to bury them with solemn and 
appropriate services, {Sometimes a kind master will 
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perform these offices ; hut, for the most part, they «ir- 
pend upon their own color, who perform them as well 
as they know how, it* they happen to be at hand. It’ 
the mastin’ is pious, the house-servant alone attymi fa¬ 
mily worship, and frequently tew or none of these. 

Here and there a master feels interested lor tin* salva¬ 
tion of his servants, and is attempting somethin*: to¬ 
wards it in assembling them at evening, for reading the 
Scriptures and prayer : in admitting and inviting qua¬ 
lified persons to preach to them, in establishing a daily 
or weekly school for the children, and in conductin'.: the 
labour and discipline of the plantation on Gospel prin¬ 
ciples. We rejoice that theta 1 are such, and that tin 
number is increasing:. In general, we may however 
remark, that it does not enter into the arrangements ot 
plantations, to make provision for then religious in¬ 
struction ; and so far as masters are engaged in tie 
work, an almost unbroken silence reigns over the vast 
held. 

From what we have now said*, we feel warranted if. 
the conclusion, that the negroes are destitute of the pri¬ 
vileges of the Gospel, and must continue to ho so, il 
nothing more is done for them. 

Such being the fact, our fluty is obvious, it is. /o 
i itcnd the jiririlc^i s of the (iospel to the nein'fxs, tin 
mt (Hatch /« in a judicious and efficient manner. Amt 
w e conceive that God imposes this dut y upon us, hot ft 
in His I^rocidenee. and in His Word. 

He impost's il in fin i'roridenre. 

It matters not to us of. the present generation, so far 
as the duty tinder consideration is concerned, by whos* 
consent and agency the negroes were introduced into 
the Tutted States, nor whether they wa re introduced 
in a just oi unjust manner. 'fieri/ are in re; and heir 
too as immortal and anmndaldi heim/s. dn the Pro¬ 
vidence of God, we are not accountable for .the man¬ 
ner in which thev came here. They earn* 4 here betor< 
we were born. Nor are we accountable lor our birth 
\n the slave States—for out being born masters. \\ v 
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arc not responsible for the creation of this relation * 
but nc certainly are for the continuance of it, and the 
manner in which we discharge its duties* 

We are, therefore, the natural guardians of our ser¬ 
vants, and guardians too of almost unlimited authority. 
According to law, they are property ; their persons and 
services are at our disposal: and for every privilege 
civil, social and religious, they are absolutely depend¬ 
ent ; nor can any person step in between us and them, 
or touch them in any particular whatever, without our 
permission. This guardianship, from its unlimited au¬ 
thority, is consequently one of no ordinary responsi¬ 
bility ; and if we would secure the approbation of 
Almighty God, it should be exercised according to the 
principles of eternal truth and justice, by which we 
shall be prompted to seek their best temporal and eter¬ 
nal interests, and also those of their posterity. 

In as much, then, as the souls of this people are of 
more value than their bodies, their eternal than their 
temporal interests, who will deny that our first duty is 
to extend to them the privileges of the Gospel of Sal¬ 
vation? Whatever be the condition of their bodies, 
their souls should not be permitted to suffer. While 
men are contending and legislating on the subject of 
their civil condition and prospects, what becomes of 
their immortal souls? They perish by multitudes; and 
if we possess the spirit of our Master, we cannot look 
on with indifference. Our settled opinion is, that we 
should direct our efforts to the improvement of their 
moral and religious condition in the first place. Let 
the truth of God be brought to bear upon them and us, 
and light will be cast on their condition in every way. 

The laws secure to the negroes the rest of the Sab¬ 
bath ; they permit them to assemble for religious wor¬ 
ship on that day, and all other days, under particular 
provisions; and on our own plantations, we can in¬ 
struct them at our pleasure. We may do what we will 
with our own, without interfering with any man’s lihv 
erty or conscience* 
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’The negroes in Providence, are simt up in their 
hopes to us. They are as dependent upon us as om 
children, and even more so. If we deny them, they 
are destitute—they are friendless, and they perish ; hut 
their souls will be required at our hands ! 

God imposes this duty upon us in Jlis Word also. 

Generally, on the principles already advanced, that 
the Gospel is the Gift of God to man; all who pos¬ 
sess it, are hound to bestow it upon those who do not. 

For the sake of impression, we may introduce briefly 
a few passages—“ Gove into all the world and preach 
the Gospel to every creature.” 

Men are recognized in this command, not as of a 
particular nation or color, hut as the moral and intelli¬ 
gent creatures of God. “ God hath made of one blood 
ail the nations of men.” It is necessary that the word 
of God he spoken to the Africans ; and seeing they 
have not put it from them, nor judged themselves un¬ 
worthy of everlasting life, we cannot, we dare not, 
neglect, them and turn to others. 

Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.” 

The negroes are our neighbours, for they are men, 
members of the same great family ; and most emphati¬ 
cally such, since they form a part of our households, 
dwell upon our grounds, and spend their days in our 
service. If they are not our neighbours, whom we are 
hound to love as ourselves, we have no neighbours 
at all. 

** All things whatsoever ye would that men should do 
to you, do ye ever so to them.” 

This rule of action, does not recklessly break down 
just distinctions in society. It is, therefore, to be 
obeyed intelligently, with due regard to persons and 
circumstances. Whatever change an intelligent and 
perfect obedience to this rule, would make in the con¬ 
dition of servants, every man is at liberty to judge for 
himself. But one thing would certainly result from 
such obedience—servants would receive the Gospel at 
our hands. Were we in the condition of the negro, 
and he in our own; able to read and appreciate the 



Gospel, and to impart it to us, would we not think it 
his timv to do it? Yes, tint Gospel which is consola¬ 
tion to the poor ,md the afdicHd, and lii'i* eternal to 
them who are dead in trespasses and sins; would 
we not deem him deficient both in humanity and reli¬ 
gion, if he either neglected or would not do it l — 
“ Whoso hath this world’s goods, and seeth his brother 
have need, and shutteth up liis bowels of compassion 
from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him ?” 
With more tremendous emphasis let it be asked,— 
41 Whoso hath the word of denial life, and seetli his 
brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of com¬ 
passion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in 
him?” Let this question lie answered to that God, 
who, without respect of persons, judged) according to 
even man’s work ! 

But the Word of God contains express commands fo 
ns as masters. 

To pass by the Old Testament, we have in the New, 
“ And ye masters , do the same things unto them, for¬ 
bearing threatening, knowing that your master also is in 
Jleaven : neither is there respect of persons with him.” 
And again, “ Masters, give unto your servants that 
which is just and equal; knowing that ye also have a 
Master in Heaven.” 

What kind of slavery was that existing in the days 
of Christ and his Apostles, which called for these com¬ 
mands to masters, and also others to servants ? Precisely 
that kind with which we, have to do. We are, there¬ 
fore, the identical persons addressed. As identical, as 
when we are fathers; and it is said, “Fathers, pro¬ 
voke not your children to wrath.” 

Here the Word of God takes fast hold of us, and we 
cannot extricate ourselves. The Lord puts his finger 
upon us as masters. He holds up our servants before 
our faces. He tells us, that in the performance of 
duty, He does not respect -us, more than He respects 
them. He bids us to be particular and conscientious 
in our treatment of them, for we have a Master in 
Heaven, to whom wc shall give account. He bids i?s 



'rimdev to thorn—oven to thorn whom wo «io mx j>iono 
to consider 111 lor no other purpose, designed fhr m» 
other end, than to he liewers ol* wood and drawers of 
water —that idtitft is just and ttjuaf —just and equal 
ior body and son!, f«»r time ami eternity. 

How nun'll masters come short hi renderin'! to ser¬ 
vants, what is just ami equal tor this present world, we 
cannot say. They have a Master in Heaven. Hut do 
they render to them that which is just and equal lor the 
world to come* / Is it just and equal so suiter them to 
live in ignorance of the way of salvation, to die and he 
eternally lost ? Says Job, If I did despise* the came 
of my man-servant, or of my maid-servant, when they 
contended with me; what then shall I do when God 
l isetli up ? And when He visiteth, what shall 1 answer 
him? Did not lit* that made me in the womb, make 
him ? And did not one fashion us in the womb ?” Our 
servants may justly have a controversy with us on the 
subject of their higher and better interests ; and if wo 
despise their cause, in the day when God riseth up and 
visiieth, we shall he speechless. 

The Providence.* ami the Word of God could not more 
plainly point out to us, the duty of imparting the Gos¬ 
pel of salvation to our colored population; and if that, 
duty remains undischarged, we shall incur God's severe 
displeasure. 

This duty we must view in the light of a privilege. 

It is a privilege to repay obligation : and our obliga¬ 
tions to our servants, are greater than many are dispos¬ 
ed to allow. It is through them that wc* obtain the hou¬ 
ses we live in, the clothes we wear, tin* food we eat, and 
the education we receive. They wear out their lives 
to furnish us with the necessaries and luxuries of life. 
►Shall we not, then, while we contribute far more than 
we do to their temporal comforts, esteem it a privilege, 
to present to them the richest gift of God to man, the 
Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ? Will 
not this be the kindest return that we can make them? 
And what if infinite mercy makes us the honored instru¬ 
ments of their salvation, shall we not then esteem our 



tluiv an inestimable privilege? Wo > liall so esteem t< 
tji tito day that the Lord shall come to “ make up hi* 
jewels."' 

But wo have not yet done. The benefits which wit! 
fow from tlie religious instruction ot tin- minx's, clear¬ 
ly show that it will be to our interest. 

1. There trill hr a better understanding of the rela¬ 
tion of masttr and servant, and oj their reciprocal du¬ 
ties. 

There are "hut few masters who have given themselves 


the trouble of solemn, prayerful inquiry into the number 
and nature of those duties, which they owe* to their ser¬ 
vants, and are in reason and conscience hound to per¬ 
form; and but few servants who have been instructed 
as to the number ami nature of their duties to masters. 

< »reat ignorance and indifference exist both on the one 
hand and on the other. Conscience sleeps. And al¬ 
though the reciprocal duties of master and servant are 
so important and are so particularly defined in tin; 
Scriptures, we do not recollect to have heard a sermon 
from the' pulpit concerning them. The reason for this 
neglect on the part of the Ministry, we cannot assign, 
unless it he, that they have partaken of the spirit of si¬ 
lence and forgetfulness, prevalent in our country on the 
general subject. It is a glaring and culpable neglect 
of duty ; and we take occasion here to urge upon our¬ 
selves, and upon every minister connected with this 
Synod, repentance and reformation. 

The principle which regulates duty in slavery, on the 
part of the master, has been thus defined :—“ Get all 
you can, and give back as little as you can and on 
the part of the servants the; reverse :—“ Give as little 
as you can, and get back all you can/’ When we re¬ 
member what human nature is, and when we observe 
the conduct of masters and servants, we fear that there 
is too much truth as to the existence of this principle. 

W! iorever such a principle prevails, even in a slight 
degree, there remains little room for an inquiry into end 
discharge of duty on Gospel principles. We feel that 
something is needed to unfold the reciprocal duties of 
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jTi&ster and servant, and to eln-ct a change so that they 
May stand upon m* rv-i* common ground, and not act so 
entirely by contrarit>. 

Thai somethin;!, is, the introduction of Religion. 
Religion will i?■ 11 tin- master, that Isis servants are his 
follow creatures; and lie has a Master in Heaven to 
whom lie shall account for his treatment of them. Re¬ 
ligion will tell the servant, 4 * to lie ohedieut to masters 
accordin'!; to the llesh, with fear and trembling, in single¬ 
ness of heart as unto Christ# knowing that whatso¬ 
ever good thing any man doeih, the same shall he receive 
of the Lord, whether he he bond or free.” 

The master will hi* led to inquiries of this sort:—In 
what hind ofhouses do I permit them to live; what 
clothes do I give them to wear? What food, to eat i 
What privileges to enjoy ? In what temper and mail* 
nor, and proportion to their crimes, are they punished ? 
What am I doing for their souls’ salvation? In line, 
what does Cod require me to do to, and for them ami 
their children, in view of their happiness here and lit re¬ 
altor ? Light will insensibly break into his mind. Con¬ 
science will he quickened, and before he is aware, his 
servants will he gr allv elevated in his regards, and lie 
:s compelled to do mere for them. The government of 
die plants lion will not he so purely selfish as former¬ 
ly. His interest will not he the sole object of pursuit, 
and offences against that visited with sorer punishment, 
than offences against God himself# He will have an 
eve to the comfort, the interest of Ins people, and en¬ 
deavour actually to identify, tlieir interest with his, and 
also to make them see and feel it to he so. It will be a 
delight to him, to set 1 them enjoy the blessings of thp 
Providence and Grace of God. —^ 

Such attempt at a discharge of duty, will produce 
favourable influences upon the feelings and conduct oi 
servants# Their duties will be understood, and better 
and more cheerfully performed. 

2. The pecuniary interests of masters will he ad¬ 
vanced as a necessary consequfnrr ; and in many par¬ 
ticulars, increased attention to their temporal comfort*. 
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will contribute to the improvement of lie alt It ; uiid the 
‘■xpense of lost labour by sickness, and of physicians 
bills, will lie saved. Their wants being more liberally 
supplied, and sharing more largely in the fruit of their 
labours, many temptations to which they are now ex¬ 
posed, will he removed ; they will become more indus¬ 
trious and' saving , and less addicted to crime. Their 
work will he more faithfully done; their obedience 
more universal, and more cheerfully rendered. 

Religious instruction we view as the strongest auxili¬ 
ary to governments of all kinds, even where it fails to 
transform characters ; and its genuine effects upon ser¬ 
vants will be, “ wdtli good will doing service as to the 
Lord, and not unto men.” 

* And who can tell w hat the pleasurable feelings of a 
humane master will be in view of a moral reformation 
of his servants'? He will thank God that lie is, if not 
wholly, yet measurably relieved from perpetual watch¬ 
ing, from fault-finding and threatening and heart-sick¬ 
ening severity; and that he can govern to some good 
extent by the law of love. 

3. The religious instruction of the negroes , icill con¬ 
tribute to safety. 

Many affect, or in reality despise all fears from our 
colored population ; and the universal habit is, never to 
think of the subject, or to dismiss it as soon as it may 
he suggested. We cannot believe this to he the part of 
sound wisdom. What has happened may happen 
again; and such means should he set in operation, as 
may promise deliverance from danger. It is very true, 
that we are differentl y situated, in many respects, from 
any other slave-holding country, and that at the present 
time, so far as we can see, the hope of success on the 
part of the negroes, is forlorn. But no enemy should 
be despised, how ever weak, and no danger unprovided 
for, however apparently remote. Though success may 
not crown any attempt, yet incalculable sufferings may 
ensue* both to the one party and the other. What 
means, therefore, will secure the country against dan * 
ger such us we have intimated ? 



Passing by the different means that him* been su^ 
jested, wo unhesitatingly affirm, that no mcsns icill 
compete with that of rdigious instruction . 

f Pl. - 4. ... 1..r 4.1 , * . _ ,.C 4.1-, t <_1 _ 
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where its transforming inlluence on character is nut 
realized, is to soften down and curb the passions of 
man, to make him more respectful of another’s inter¬ 
ests, and more solicitous of his favour: and to enhance 
infinitely in his estimation the value of human life. 
Uis conscience is enlightened, and his soul is awed, 
ife knows, God reigns to execute Judgment, and it will 
require creator effort to excite him to unhallowed 
deeds. 

But in those cases where character is transformed, we 
may repose confidence. The servant now recognizes a 
.superintending Providence, who disposes of men and 
things according to his pleasure, lie learns, that every 
man should abide in the same calling wherein he was 
called. That Christianity comes not with reckless 
efforts to wrench apart human society ; hut to put into 
operation those principles of moral conduct, which will 
secure its happiness, and peaceably remove every kind 
of evil and injustice. To God, therefore, he commits 
the ordering of his lot, and in his station renders to all 
their dues, obedience to whom obedience, and honor to 
whom honor. He dares not wrest from the hand of God 
his own case and protection. While he sees a preference 
in the various conditions of men, lie remembers the 
words of the Apostle “ Art thou called being a ser¬ 
vant ? Care not for it; hut if thou mayest he free, 
use it rather. For he that is called in the Lord, being 
a servant, is the Lord’s freeman: likewise, also he that 
is called being free, is Christ’s servant. Ye are bought 
with a price, be not ve the servants of men. Brethren, 
let every man wherein he is called, therein abide with 
God.” 

Is is to the operation of these principles in the hearts 
of servants, that we look for safety; and we look with 
confidence wo where else . We see nothing in the natu¬ 
ral character of man upon which we can rest with satis- 
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faction; nor can we rest with satisfaction in any mea'^ 
sures that may be proposed, to the exslusion of reli¬ 
gious instruction. Include this means, yea make it a 
primary one. 

We are aware that a large number, who have no 
knowledge of religion in their own experience, and 
who have not been careful to notice its genuine effects 
upon servants, will place little or no confidence at all in 
what we have now advanced. Men naturally walk by 
sight. They can place more reliance upon visible 
preventives of their own invention, thaii upon princi - 
pics , wrought in the soul and maintained in supremacy 
by Divine Power, whose nature they do not under¬ 
stand, and whose influence, however good, is invisible, 
and for that very reason cannot be trusted. They 
know practically no superintending Providence. They 
.glory in their wisdom and in their riches and in their 
strength. Whatever may be the decision of such per¬ 
sons, Christians have no choice left them. Experi¬ 
ence of what Religion is, and what it can effect for man, 
obliges them to embrace it as the only safe ground of 
confidence. We shall never forget the remark of a 
venerable colored Preacher, made during a period of 
some excitement. With his eyes filled with tears, and 
his whole manner indicating the deepest emotion, said 
fie, “ Sir, it is the Gospel that we ignorant and wicked 
people need. If you will give us the Gospel, it will 
do more for the obedience of servants, and the peace 
of community, than all your guards and guns and bay¬ 
onets.” One such man is of more value to the commu¬ 
nity, than a thousand stand of arms and men to bear 
them. 

Besides the general and special influences of thfr 
Gospel now adverted to, safety will be connected with 
its dispensation in two particulars, which we may not 
omit. 

The first is, that the constant presence of white men 
in their religious assemblies, and free intercourse with 
them, will draw out their kindly feelings to masters, ex¬ 
ert a restraining influence upon any spirit of insubor- 
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dinntion that may exist, and at the same time, gito 
opportunity for its detection. 

And the second,—that tin*negroes wiii be disabused 
of their superstition and ignorance, and thus be placed 
beyond the reach of designing men, wherever they may 
be. The most direct way to expose them to acts of 
insubordination, is to leave them in ignorance and su¬ 
perstition, to the care of their own Religion. Then 
may they be made the easy and willing instruments of 
avarice, of lust, of power or revenge. “ Keep them 
in ignorance” is the dreadful sentiment, frequently 
uttered; and not more dreadful than dangerous. Igno¬ 
rance—religious ignorance , so far from being any safe¬ 
ty, as many suppose, is the very marrow of our sin 
against this people, and the very rock of our danger. 
Religion and religious teachers, they will have ; and if 
they are not furnished with the true, they will embrace 
the false. 

When we impart the Gospel to the negroes, we lay a 
foundation for safety in God himself. We discharge 
duty to them , and thus secure His favour and protec¬ 
tion. 

All who have long and carefully examined the sub¬ 
ject of slavery, confess that it is a great and difficult 
one. We cannot now see the termination of it in our 
country, nor the nature of its continuance. Public 
opinion is every where divided on both these points. 
In view of the whole subject, we would emphatically 
say, Let us fall into the hands of the Lord— let us do 
what he so clearly defines to be present duty, and we 
shall cast ourselves and our servants into His hands $ 
and confidently rely upon Him to open to us what may 
b e future duty, and to guide us and our servants, quietly 
and intelligently in the way that we should go. The 
path of present duty is the path of safety. But if we 
neglect duty, what may not come upon us 1 What 
may we not expect ? What shall we not deserve? 

4. Another benefit is, ivc shall promote our oxen 
morality and religion; 
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The influence of the negroes upon the nigral anti 
religious interests of the whites, is destructive in the 
extreme. We cannot go into special detail* it is un¬ 
necessary. We make our appeal to universal expe¬ 
rience. We are chained to a putrid carcase ; it sick¬ 
ens and destroys us. We have a millstone hanging 
about the neck of our society, to sink us deep in tlie- 
sea ol* vice. Our children are corrupting from their 
infancy; nor can we prevent it. Many an anxious par¬ 
ent, like the Missionary in foreign lands, wishes that 
his children could be brought up beyond the reach of 
the corrupting influence of depraved heathen. Nor is 
this influence confined to mere childhood. If that were 
all, it would he tremendous. But it follows us into 
youth, into manhood, and into old age. 

And when we come directly in contact with their de¬ 
pravity in the management of them ; then come temp¬ 
tations and provocations and trials that unsearchable 
grace only can enable us to endure. In all our inter¬ 
course with them, we are undergoing a process of intel¬ 
lectual and moral deterioration ; and it requires almost 
superhuman effort to maintain a high standing either for 
intelligence or piety. 

The effort to evangelize them, will tend directly to 
increase and to encourage the growth of Grace in our 
own souls. This is the testimony of those who have 
made the attempt. Consequently, the Church will 
take a higher stand for piety, and r ilize the promise, 
£4 lie that waters shall be watered also himself.” And 
as God crowns our labours with blessings, the negroes 
will become more modest, more elevated in intelligence 
a*nd morality our youth will he defended from con¬ 
tamination, and our riper years from overpowering trb- 
Ms. As the one class rises, so will the other;—the two 
are so intimately associated, that they rise or fall toge¬ 
ther—to benefit servants, evangelize the masters—-to 
benefit masters, evangelize the servants. 

5, Much unpleasant discipline icill be saved to the 
Churches. w 




The oftbnces of colored communicants against 
Christian character and church order, are very nume¬ 
rous, and frequently heinous. The discipline is ditli- 
cult, wearisome and unpieasam. rArummunicaiions 
are of continual occurrence, and are usually, in a short 
time, followed by applications fur re-admission ; for with 
them, to die under sentence of excommunication, is 
eternal ruin itself. There never will be a better state 
of tilings until the negroes are better instructed in re¬ 
ligion. 

6. The last benefit we shall mention is, one that we 
convey to servants, instrumentally :—It is the salva¬ 
tion of their souls . 

The great object for which we would communicate 
religious instruction is, that their souls may be saved. 
To this all other objects should be subordinate.*: and 
we believe that God will bless our instructions accord¬ 
ing to our desire. Strengthened by faith, let us be wil¬ 
ling to sow in tears, for we shall reap in joy. Let us 
be willing to go forth weeping and bearing precious 
seed, lor we shall come again with rejoicing, bearing 
sheaves with us. If the rest of Heaven is sweet to any 
human being, it is to the poor African. If the cheer¬ 
ing hopes of a blessed immortality are necessary to 
any human being, to animate and sustain him in his 
pilgrimage below, they are necessary to the poor Afri¬ 
can. All souls are mine saitli the Lord : ami bis Glory 
may be advanced as much in the salvation of the soul 
of an African servant, as in the salvation of the soul of 
any other man whatever. 

According to the Providence and Word of God, it 
is our duty to impart the Gospel to our servants ; and 
the duty is to us both privilege and interest; but to this 
present hour it has been negtcctcd. And why neglec¬ 
ted I Have \ve any excuses to offer, that God will ac¬ 
cept! We tremble when we affirm, that the guilt of 
this neglect to perform such obvious and important 
duty, falls unrelieved upon the Southern Church; lbflf 
we believe, that we can present not one excuse that wiU 
hear the test of cainlid. examination* 





Shall we say tnut our servants already partake of 
the Gospel? Have we not shown, Unit they do not to 
•iiat extent that their necessities and our duty de¬ 
mand \ 

Shall we say, that they arc incapable of receiv¬ 
ing it ? 

Haro we utter a wilful, malicious libel against the 
Great, Parent of all ? 

Dare we contradict his own most Holy Word ?—and 
incur the guilt of blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, 
whose renewing influences are distinctly seen in nume¬ 
rous instances? 

Shall we say that tve have not the means ? 

Have we children—can we not instruct them? 
Have we servants—and can we not instruct them ? 

What may we not do by our own personal e(forts ? 
We may read and explain the Bible ; teach portions of 
it ; converse with then* on the subject of the soul’s sal¬ 
vation, and implore the blessing of God upon them, 
in a thousand ways, if we feel as we ought, we may do 
something. 

And what may we not do through members of our 
own families, or pious and willing neighbours, who may 
he qualified to teach ? What may we not do through 
the employment of Missionaries, to devote their whole 
time to the negroes ? But Missionaries must be sup¬ 
ported in such labour ? Very true. But the expense, 
borne by a neighbourhood of planters, would fall lightly 
on each; while the peace of mind, and the benefits re¬ 
sulting from such a discharge of duty, would counter¬ 
balance that expense- We know', how ever, that this is 
n delicate point, and men are hard to be moved to any 
good purpose touching it. The Ministry to the whites 
is not adequately supported. There are very many 
great respecters and lovers of religion, who highly 
appreciate the privileges of the Gospel,, and anxiously 
desire the salvation of perishing men; but who seem 
to think, that the instruments in this glorious work, re¬ 
quire little or no pecuniary support; in a word, con¬ 
trary to reason and Scripture, think that Ministers 




dhould preach for nothing ami had themselves. Ilea can 
Missionaries in sufficient numbers le pre-cun d’ \Y«: 
answer they can. And the way to procure them i» 
hriellv this, lit tin* first place, Pray ye the Lord of the 
harvest, that lie would semi forth iahmnvrs into his 
vineyard. And in the* second—A>so< iato yniu>elvcs— 
take up the work in good earnest, and employ all who 
present themselves; and if you ha\e more fields than 
can be supplied, call for more Missionaries, and they 
will he raised up and sent. The wav to have our 
wants supplied, is to let them he known. 

JSliall we say, that Christianity meets with little 
success amongst them ? 

When we consider the influence of the circumstan¬ 
ces of this people upon their religious character, our 
wonder should be, not that the (iospel meets with little 
success^ hut that it meets with ana success at ah , tor 
their circumstances are in the last decree unfavour¬ 
able to the cultivation of piety. We do not, however, 
make proper allowances in our expectations. We 
have lost much of our patience* and benevolence. Hav¬ 
ing reduced them to ignorance, and by our neglet t of 
duty confirmed them in vice, wo now quarrel with their 
stupidity and obduracy. If they are not made intelli¬ 
gent and pious in a lew days, we are ready to cry out, 
that labour is vain ; the field must he abandoned as an 
unprofitable one. We act unreasonably and unchari¬ 
tably. We expect more of them than of ourselves, or 
anv other people. Thctf who would evangelize ser¬ 
vants , must let patience have her per ft ct work. 

It certainly comes with a very ill grace from us to 
speak of the little success of the (Iospel amongst the 
negroes. That little success is our condemnation; for 
what great efforts: have we made, that we should expect 
great success i Where we bestow no labour, we must 
expect no reward. 

We may affirm, without fear of contradiction, that 
the Gospel meets with as much success amongst tin? 
negroes, as amongst any other unlettered heathen in 
die world, proper allowances being made. We should 
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he encouraged, therefore, to put forth vigorous efforts 
in their behalf. (»od has designs of mercy towards 
them. When the soul is at stake, we are not to speak 
of expense and trouble in saving it. To overthrow the 
excuse a* once, we add,—if the Cospel met with no 
success at all , it would he no reason why we should not 
undertake the religions instruction of fb< negroes. 
Lor if we certainly determine that it is our duty, (as we 
have already done) we should do it. The success of 
that instruction belongs not to us, but to God; nor are 
we to limit his sovereignty in granting or withholding a, 
blessing to any particular time. We art? to labour in, 
faith , and labour on. This is the view which every 
Christian should and must take of the subject. 

Shall we say that there are peculiar and great diffi¬ 
culties hard to he overcome ? 

►Such for example, as the ignorance, indifference, and 
in some instances, the opposition of masters—-the want 
of funds—of Missionaries—of systems of instruction— 
the stupidity and viciousness of servants, and confine¬ 
ment to and, instruction entirely ? We ask, will these 
and other difficulties that might be mentioned, be re¬ 
moved by being let alone ? Are there any means now 
in operation for their removal? Will they ever he 
fewer in number than they are at the present time ? 

There are difficulties in every enterprise of benevo¬ 
lence ; and if we wait in our efforts to do good, until all 
difficulties are removed, we shall never commence. 
Times have suddenly and strangely altered in the world 
if Christians can do good without encountering much 
that will try the purity and firmness of their purposes. 
Shall we cower and retire before difficulties? By no 
means, We are to encounter them patiently, kindly, 
perseveringly ; casting our care on God. lie calls us 
to the duty. The work is Iiis. In Iiis strength we 
labour. Do difficulties present themselves? Remem¬ 
ber (iod is great. Difficulties appear large in the dis¬ 
tance 5 but the nearer and more resolute our advance, 
the smaller they become, until when in the strength of 
the Lord we encounter them, they vanish out of sight. 




Bat, of whose creation are those difficulties ? Cer¬ 
tainly not of the poor negroes? In themselves con¬ 
sidered, we' meet with no difficulties but such as arise 
from the natural enmity of the heart to truth. The 
difficulties lie at our door, and it is unjust that they 
should be made innocent sufferers. We thrust ourselves 
and our arrangements between them and eternal life 
and then make excuse, that there are difficulties in 
the way ! 

We have no excuses. The reason of our neglect of 
duty, is our ignorance on the one hand, and our indis¬ 
position on the other. As the true light now begins to 
shine, we cannot retain either the one or the other, 
without convicting ourselves of heinous sin. 

There are some objections to the religious instruc¬ 
tion of the negroes, originating, as we believe, in mis¬ 
conceptions of the subject. We feel it our duty to 
give these objections a brief consideration. 

The first is, Tf we suffer our negroes to be religious - 
hf instructed , the tendency , yea the certain end of it , 
will be emancipation. 

In reply, we remark, that we separate entirely their 
moral and their civil condition ; and contend, that tire 
one may be attended to, without interfering with the 
other. 

Our principle is that laid down by the Holy and Just 
One—“Render unto Caesar the things which are C'a> 
sar’s ; and unto God the things that are God's.” And 
•Christ and his Apostles are our example. Did they 
deem it proper to preach the Gospel to servants l — 
They did. Did they, in discharge of this duty, inter¬ 
fere with their civil condition? They did not. They 
expressed no opinion whatever on their civil condition, 
if we except that which appears in one of the* Epistles 
io the Corinthian Church. There the Apostle Paul 
considers a state of freedom preferable to one of servi¬ 
tude, and advises slaves, if they can lawfully obtain 
their freedom, to do it, hut not otherwise. May we 
not follow in the footsteps of trie Saviour and his Apr*- 
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tit's ! Yea, and without proceeding as far as did the* 
Apostle Paul? Wo maintain, that in judicious, reli¬ 
gious instruction, there will be no necessary interior-' 
once with their civil condition. Thu religious teacher 
must step out of his way for the purpose. This we 
know from our own experience. 

But why will the end of religious instruction he 
emancipation ? Do not the majority, perhaps of our 
citizens who make this objection, consider slaver}’sanc¬ 
tioned by the Bible? Do they sincerely believe it ? 
If they do, why then do they hesitate to have the 
Bible, the whole Bible, and nothing but the Bible, 
preached to their servants ? But do they believe the 
contrary? Then our answer is but a word. Shall 
thousands, and even millions of immortal minds hr* 
sacrifice.! at the shrine of cupidity? Which ought to 
prevail for the good of mankind, for the glory of our 
country, for the prosperity of the cause of God,— 
principle or interest? Right or wrong ? Let the en¬ 
lightened conscience of the philanthropist, of the pa¬ 
triot, and of the Christian, return the answer. 

The tendency feared in the objection, is a moral one 
only, which we cannot possibly avoid, do what we may. 
It is folly to contend against God. Christianity is 
ultimately to prevail on the earth, and in due course of 
time, will reach our servants. And should the particu¬ 
lar end, spoken of in the objection, come by the 
preaching of the Gospel, happy are we in believing, 
that it could not come in a more gradual, in an easier, 
nor in a safer way. It will be the work of the Al¬ 
mighty, the effect of the Divine principles of His- 
word, which, in their operation, while they impel the 
master to the end, will restrain the servant from all acts 
of precipitate violence to attain it. And thus may tdie 
Glory of the removal of the evil be laid at the foot of 
the Cross., 

We express ourselves thus freely, because we are 
called upon to meet an objection, which, if it prevails* 
will he ruinous to the prosperity of our country, and 
the best interests of vast multitudes of souls. 




1. 'ome what may, as Christians, wo have no aherna-, 
live. if* wo are to obey (iod our Saviour, wo must 
preach the (.Jospel to servants ; and as we have' already 
said, so say we a tram —Let us and all our inter est fall 
dito the hands of God. 

2. If we suffer our negroes to he religiously instruct¬ 
ed, the way will he opened for men from abroad to 
inter in, and inculcate doctrines subversive of our in¬ 
terests and safety. 

The field of labour is one of no ordinary difficulty - 
and it is the dictate of prudence, to look into tin* char¬ 
acter and qualifications of those who enter it. On this 
point we wish to lie distinctly understood. They should 
he Southern men —men entitled to this appellation ; 
either those who have been horn and reared in tint* 
South, or those who have identified themselves with the 
South, familiarly acquainted with the structure of so¬ 
ciety, and having all their interests here, (’an objec¬ 
tions bo urged against such men? Is it probable that 
they will ruin themselves, their families, and thuir in¬ 
terests ? 

The very spirit which prompts the objection, refutes 
it. For, how is it possible, when such a wary vigilance 
is manifested, for individuals, stranyersin the community, 
to come in, have access to the negroes, and sow the 
seeds of discontent and revolt ? It is impossible. They 
cannot come jmloss we permit them. 

The most effectual method to preclude the introduc¬ 
tion of such persons, is for us to take the religious in¬ 
struction of the negroes him our own hands, and to 
superintend it ourselves. W o shall then know tchtj 
their teachers are, and what they are taught, 

3. The religious instruction of the negroes, will lead 
f n in s u b o rd i n at ion. 

They will assume an equality with the master, ne¬ 
glect their work, and resist discipline. 

This migdit be the effect of injudicious instruction— 
of instruction that did not recognize their condition h» 
$>M;ie.y. and inculcate th<* duties appropriate to it. Hot 
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let us “rightly divide the word, and the evil appre¬ 
hended at once vanishes. What saith the Scripture ? 
Ministers are commanded to “exhort servants to he 
obedient unto their own masters, and to- please them 
well in all things: not answering again: not purloin^ 
mg, but showing all good fidelity: that they may adorn 
the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.” Again : 
—Servants he obedient unto them that arc your mas¬ 
ters, according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in 
singleness of heart as unto Christ; not with eye-ser¬ 
vice as mcn-pleasers; but as the servants of Christ, 
doing the will of God from the heart; with good will 
doing service as to the Lord and not to men; knowing 
that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same 
shall he receive of the Lord, whether he be bond or 
free.” The passage in Colossians, is similar. We 
bring forward two more. “Servants be subject to 
your masters with all fear: not only to the good and 
gentle, but also to the iroward. For this is thank¬ 
worthy if a man, for conscience toward God endure 
grief suffering wrongfully. For what glory is it, if 
when ye be. buffetted for your faults, ye shall take it 
patiently 1 But if when ye do well, and suffer lor it, 
ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God.” 

“ Lotus many servants as are under the yoke, count 
rbeir own masters worthy of all honour, that the name 
of God and his doctrine he not blasphemed: And 
They that have believing masters, let them not despise 
them, because they are brethren; but rather do them 
service*, because they are faituful and beloved, partak¬ 
ers of the benefit. These things teach and exhort.” 

Such are the command < to servants, as comprehen¬ 
sive of their duties as any master could desire. We 
even see the Apostle Paul using his inlluence to secure 
obedience to these commands in a particular instance. 
The “ unprofitable” Onesimus he restores to his mas¬ 
ter, though he had escaped from him to the distance of 
several hundred miles. He restores him a “ brother 
beloved.” His letter to Philemon for beauty and 
ceilency h above all praise. 



We now ask, will the authority of masters be weak¬ 
ened by instructions of this son l No, never. That 
authority is strengthened by considerations drawn from 
rternifi/. if iiisubordinatiion ensues,!* will bo the fault 
of the master, and not of the instruction. The master 
is the master still, and the servant is the servant still. 
Religious instruction, while it softens down the severity 
of discipline, by elevating the moral principles of mas¬ 
ter and servant, does not supercede the necessity of it. 
Otherwise, men would be made perfect in this life. 
Our view is, that religious instruction should be ac¬ 
companied with a proper and efficient discipline. 
Should the master relax bis discipline, whether he gives 
religious instruction or not, his servants will become 
disorderly and unprofitable. We desire the sentiments 
■now expressed to he pondered and adopted by all who 
wish well to the cause of religion among servants. 

What parent considers the religious instruction of his 
children, as having a tendency to make them more 
wicked and disorderly ? Or, what judicious parent will 
relax his discipline, because he gives religious instruc¬ 
tion ? Will not the very fact of giving that instruction, 
prompt him to perfect and maintain discipline ? We 
are to act towards our servants, on the same principle's 
that we act towards our children. 

Will they not, however, embrace the seasons of reli¬ 
gious worship, for originating and executing plans of 
insubordination ? 

Wo answer, by no means, if the religions teacher 
is faithful in his supervision of his charge, and is assist¬ 
ed in his public meetings by the planters, tor whose 
servants he labours. The presence of white men in 
their religious assemblies, precludes such a thing. 
Wherever such plans have been originated in religious 
meetings, it was because the white community was un¬ 
faithful to the negroes, and to themselves. They should 
have been present in those meetings. To leave the 
negroes to themselves in their religious affairs, is pla¬ 
cing them in the way of temptation. 



30 


But why are men so tenacious of religious assem¬ 
blies ? Are not the negroes privileged by some to 
assemble for feasting and merriment, for particular 
kinds of labour, and at places of trade ? We bear of 
no objections against such assemblies. If we are com¬ 
petent to the management of the latter, we certainly 
arc of the former. 

4. The religious instruction of the negroes will do 
no good: it will only make them worse men and worse 
hypocrites. 

What is the Gospel ? Is it not “ the grace of God 
that bringeth salvation,—teaching us, that denying un.-* 
godliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly 
righteously and godly in this present world ; looking 
for that blessed liope, and the glorious appearing of the 
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave j 
himself for us, that he might redeem us from all ini¬ 
quity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zeal¬ 
ous of good works 1” This is the Gospel. These are 
the things which we are to teach and exhort. And is it 
under such teaching and exhortation, that men will in¬ 
crease in crime and hypocricy I Why should the Gos¬ 
pel produce an effect on negroes, contrary to that which 
it is designed to produce, and which it actually produ¬ 
ces on all other men, and on some whose condition is 
worse than theirs ? 

From what people did we, with all our piety and mo¬ 
rality and intelligence spring? From a people, we 
were about to say, once as degraded as the negroes. 
And what has lifted us so far above our progenitors? 
The Gospel, and nothing but the Gospel. Is there, 
then, no redeeming power in the Gospel for the Afri¬ 
cans? We believe that there is, because they are 
men, endowed with reason and conscience as are other 
men; because past history declares it; because we 
know it from our own personal observation, which is 
supported by that of others. We would point all 
who doubt of the salutary effects of attempts to chris¬ 
tianize Africans, to the present condition- of the Hot- 
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ientots and other tribes, under the care of the London 
Missionary Society at the Cape ot* Good Hope. Yea. 
the Hottentots! 

And what is the moral degradation of any people to 
the power of the Holy Ghost. The immortal mind 
may be darkened and polluted by ignorance and sin ; 
but the immortal mind is there, and that precious jewel 
maybe cleansed of its defilements, filled with light and 
purity, and fitted for the highest and most honourable 
uses, both in this world and in that winch is to come. 

The objection is not supported by a solitary fact. 
Wherever negroes have really enjoyed, for any reason¬ 
able time, the privileges of the Gospel, in point ot* gen¬ 
eral morality and order, they are in advance of (hose 
who have not enjoyed them. Is it not conceded, that 
a truly pious servant gives less trouble, and is more pro¬ 
fitable, than one who is nui 1 Is there one planter in a 
thousand who does not desire such servants ? Is it 
not true, that the most pious servants exert the happiest 
influence in promoting honesty and good order on plan¬ 
tations and in neighbourhoods ? 

That there are a large number of nominal Christians 
amongst them, we do not deny. But why is it so i 
Are they made hypocrites by faithful instruction ? No. 
The abounding of spurious religion, results from a defi¬ 
ciency of faithful instruction, and a too hasty admission 
into the Church, after a profession of conversion. A 
reformation on our part, in regard to those two parti¬ 
culars, would produce a very happy effect upon the 
purity and permanency of their religious character. 

The fact that many arc hypocrites, proves to no in* 
considerable extent, that there are advantages connect¬ 
ed with a profession of religion; and where shall we 
look mainly for these advantages, if not in that higher 
estimation in which they are held by all persons? 

One or two irregularities in their meetings, or one 
or two defections, are sufficient to prejudice the minds 
of many against the religious instruction of the negroes* 
Because they remain impenitent and pervert the Gas- 



pci, therefore are they unworthy of it! Who, then/, 
would he worthy, if God should deal with us according 
to this rule ? 

Suppose we admit the objection to he true in its full¬ 
est extent, and what then? Does it annul our duty ? 
Far from it. Let them harden themselves and grow 
worse under the means of Grace ; whether they will 
hear or lbrhear, we are to do our duty ; we are to 
obey God; we are to throw the responsibility of their 
salvation upon their own shoulders, and to clear our 
garments of their blood. And who are we—in what 
age, and in what country of the world do we live, 
that we should question the excellency of the Gospel— 
(he propriety of preaching it to the poor ? 

The objections, now briefly considered, we do not 
deem of sufficient, weight to deter us from the conclu¬ 
sion to which we have already come, that if is our 
duty to impart the Gospd to our colored population. 

We cannot close this Report, extended beyond our 
expectations by the interest of the subject, without 
asking ourselves, nay, the Church of Christ, in the 
slave-holding States, why is not this duly felt, and why 
has it not been performed? 

Why is there such general apathy to the perishing 
condition of two millions of heathen? Why is it, that 
so much tooling may he awakened, touching their civil 
condition—and so little, touching their religious condi¬ 
tion. The latter is infinitely to be esteemed above the 
former, and proportionally attended to. 

Are not Ministers of the Gospel to be blamed 
Why have they not looked into the destitute condition 
of this people,—and, as they have had opportunity, 
laboured for their salvation, esteeming them as a pgrt 
of their charge? Why have they not urged upon mas¬ 
ters, their duties to their servants? Are Ministers not 
set to watch for souls, and to carry the Gospel in every 
way they can to the destitute? 

Are not Christian masters to he blamed? Why 
have they not'seriously undertaken to do something for 



their ignorant, degraded servants, who are every day 
toiling to supply them with the comforts of life ? 

The guilt lies upon both Ministers and people, and 
it has been accumulating ever since the introduction of 
negroes into this country. We who profess to know 
wlmt is the value of the soul—what is the love and 
preciousness of the Saviour— we are to take the lead, 
the world never will. What a multitude of souls have 
perished through our neglect! What a multitude are 
actually now perishing, and will perish ere we reach 
them with the good news of salvation! What a mul¬ 
titude of masters have already met the awful charge at 
the Bar of God, of having practically despised the 
eternal interests of the souls of their servants. This 
charge lies upon masters on every hand, and we trem¬ 
ble lest they may meet it unprepared. 

Our whole country groans under the sin of neglect 
of the salvation of these people. If we continue in 
tins neglect, as God hath now spoken to us, as the true 
light now shineth, we shall have no cloak for our sin. 

We shall manifest a fearful deficiency in the sjririt 
of the religion which we profess. 

That spirit is one of love —of obedience. “ If ye 
love me, keep my commandments.’ 7 “ Thou shah 
love thy neighbour as thyself." “ Blasters, render 
unto your servants that which is just and equal." 
* 4 Preach the Gospel to every creature .” We are 
weighed in the balances and found wanting. Do we 
not see our brother have need, and do we not shut up 
the bowels of our compassion from him? What avail 
our numerous works of benevolence? Our Mission¬ 
aries dwelling in foreign countries, and penetrating to the 
most destitute settlements of our own? Our Bibles and 
our Tracts, that all must receive and read? Our Sun¬ 
day School, and Seamens’ Friend, and Prison Discip¬ 
line, and Temperance, and numerous other Societies? 
The very means which we use in contributing to these 
works, come of the labours of our perishing servants; 
and no provision is made tor them b We are nice ns is.-- 
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tent. And our Saviour will say to us, “These yf 
ought to have done, and not have left the other un¬ 
done.” if servants have immortal souls, we must 
treat them accordingly. To ciothe them when they 
are naked—to feed them when they are hungry—to 
minister to them when they arc sick, does not embrace 
all our duty. If we do no more, wo treat them as the 
brutes that perish. We must: rise higher, and be care¬ 
ful to minister to the necessities of their souls. 

0)i the principles of self-in ter c si and love of country 
the duly should he discharged. He who neglects it, 
loses sight of his own best interests for time and eter¬ 
nity, and of the peace and prosperity of his country. 
But wo take our stand in the discharge of this duty on 
Christian principles —on conscience enlightened by 
the Word of God, and quickened by the Holy Spirit. 
Here is the foundation—and if such a foundation exists 
in the Church of Christ in tiie slave-holding States, 
the duty will be felt, and a discharge of it attempted. 
We believe that such a foundation exists, and we look 
and appeal with confidence to the Church, to awake to 
effort in all her members. 

The negroes are cast at the door of the Southern 
Church. They form her great field of Missions, and 
we cannot allow the claims of any heathen in the 
world upon us, to be paramount to theirs; and wc 
make the declaration, that unless wc occupy this field, 
we need, nat expect the blessing of God to any extent 
upon our Zion, for we shall be living in known neglect 
of duty, and neglect of such duty, as must be exceed¬ 
ing displeasing to Him. 

The time is short: What wc do we must do quick- 
Jy. We shall soon be in our graves, returning to dust 
side by side with our servants. We shall soon bo 
before the Bar of God, where the artificial distinctions 
of this world will not be recognized. God is no res¬ 
pecter of persons. Every man shall be judged accord¬ 
ing to bis work. Let us, therefore, in the strength of 
jpur God’ and Saviour, renounce our ignorance, and one 
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indisposition, and extend the privileges of the Gosjh' 1 
to this neglected, dying peopie, or we shall not meet 
them in peace in the last day. 



